Enhancement of base hexose-monophosphate shunt activity of human polymorphonuclear leucocytes by human beta-interferon.
The effect of human fibroblast interferon (HuIFN-beta) on the HMP shunt activity of human polymorphonuclear leucocytes (PMNLs) was examined. HuIFN-beta caused an increase in the base level of the HMP shunt activity. No significant increase was observed in the same PMNLs stimulated with opsonized zymosan. The augmentation of this property, generally associated with antimicrobial and cytotoxic properties of the PMNLs, may be of potential importance in host defences against microbial and malignant diseases.